Some of the best ……………….
Strategies and approaches for...

Memory (accelerating and automatizing)
NB: All of the classroom activities described in the section ‘Fun activities to introduce and practise new language’  also fulfil the aim of fixing new language.  Below are strategies not described in that section.
1.  Layer up!  Strengthen the ‘fixative’ power of learning by using gesture, sound and picture to embed new language (especially language that’s key and a springboard to other language i.e. the ‘phonics’ words)  In phonics, it’s the gestures above all that are key. Gestures also effective with pronouns and verbs.

2.  Use music and rhythm in memorisation of key structures e.g. verb paradigms and pronouns (and reinforce by using gestures too) – for key verbs there are now lots of tried and tested tunes but for other language this does not need to be a well-known song if nothing occurs.  The key here is automatizing the language in a fun, yet challenging way.  The cognitive challenge is in the speed and regularity of the recall that the rhythm of the song or soundtrack demands but learners don’t experience this as a test of memory (which it actually is!) but rather a fun activity.
3.  Paradigm shifts!  If you can hit upon a song or soundtrack that works for a whole set of verbs e.g. AR regular verbs in the present tense in Spanish, then use this to generate excellent challenging starters by giving them some new verbs to conjugate to the music.  (In German, Leigh has instigated the Conga for this – learners can ‘conga’ any 2-syllable German verb in the present tense.)

4.  Spotlight on memory – be explicit (and entertaining!) about some key aspects of memory and therefore the rationale for using certain strategies with them (e.g. colour for gender or music for verbs)

5.  Autonomy – let learners trial some different memory strategies and experiment to find those that work well for them

6.  Make ‘active memorisation’ tasks part of the lesson activity to develop the skills they need to be able to learn and consolidate language at home.

7.  Elaboration is the key!  Doing something active to re-work the language over and over is how to fix it.  This could be:1.  Taking notes of key words  2.  Organising the material  by finding patterns  3.  Putting the key pieces of information into a story  4.  Repeating the key words in a distinctive way to yourself  5.  Making anagrams yourself of the key words and making yourself work them out again 

8.  Have high expectations of their memory capacity but take lots of little steps and know how to ‘grade’ the difficulty of the activities you present them with.  i.e. words with letters missing are easier to recall that just picture prompts.  Be prepared with all the steps but respond to their performance and accelerate if you can!
9.  Collective memory – this fun (whole lesson) activity highlights the need for good ‘noticing’ and attention to detail at the outset when learners encounter new language as well as a variety of strategies that we use when engaging our working memories i.e. trying to fix the knowledge visually in our heads, repeating words over and over softly to ourselves

10.  Chunking – breaking things down into smaller chunks to memorise is effective.  For particularly important texts e.g. a presentation, lines for a play, narration of a story that learners need to memorise, maybe try the 6 or 9 box approach in a lesson and then suggest they use it for other tasks.

11.  Vocabulary homework – make it active!
